
On behalf of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) - sharing important information 
regarding Act 28 of 2025, which took effect in January 2026. 
 
This new law gives municipalities and local law enforcement agencies the tools to address 
abandoned, derelict, and at-risk vessels (ADVs) within your jurisdiction and provides more teeth 
with stricter penalties for owners who have abandoned their vessel.  These vessels can pose 
environmental hazards, public safety concerns, and navigational risks, and Act 28 is designed to 
empower local governments to take more effective action in managing these situations. 
 
Key benefits of the new law include: 

• Clearer definitions of abandoned, derelict, and at-risk vessels 
• Expanded authority for municipalities to intervene and take action for ADVs abandoned on 

public property or Commonwealth waters 
• Streamlined processes for addressing the vessels to track down the last registered owner 

and apply the appropriate (and increased) penalties and restitution costs 
 

We understand that implementing new legislation can raise questions, and we want to ensure you 
feel supported every step of the way. The PFBC is available to assist municipalities and 
associations by: 

• Providing guidance on how to apply the new law 
• Offering outreach opportunities via webinar or at any of your upcoming events 
• Supporting coordination efforts for specific abandoned vessel situations 

 
If your municipal association, agency, or organization would benefit from a presentation on the 
new ADV law and process, I would be happy to discuss further and/or schedule something. 
 
Also included within this link is our newly revamped website for abandoned, derelict, and at-risk 
vessels:  Abandoned, Derelict, and At-Risk Vessels.  It is intended to be a one-stop-shop for all 
things ADVs and provides step-by-step instructions for vessels abandoned on public property or 
Commonwealth waters, and also has instructions for vessels abandoned on private property if a 
resident would happen to inquire with your municipal office or local law enforcement.  The ADV-
001 form – At Risk, Abandoned and Derelict Notification, which is the form created out of the new 
law and is one of the first steps in the process.  Pages 2 and 3 of the ADV-001 form provide further 
instruction and steps in the process. 
 
I would greatly appreciate it if you could share this email and its information, along with my 
contact, to your municipal network. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to me if you should have any questions. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership in protecting Pennsylvania’s waterways and 
communities. 
 

https://www.palegis.us/statutes/unconsolidated/law-information/view-statute?txtType=PDF&SessYr=2025&ActNum=0028.&SessInd=0
https://www.pa.gov/services/fishandboat/report-an-abandoned-boat
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/fishandboat/documents/forms-permits/pfbc-adv-001.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/fishandboat/documents/forms-permits/pfbc-adv-001.pdf

