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This League Link Features....

Executive Director John Brenner discusses League dues for 2026

Exciting NEW classes and opportunities for members

December's Municipal Reporter is entirely devoted to Preventing Political Violence

Executive Director's Report
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Advocacy Action

Federal NLC Update: ROAD to Housing Bill

The Renewing Opportunity in the American Dream (ROAD) to Housing Act of 2025 is a bipartisan housing

package that bundles together at least 27 previously introduced pieces of legislation, 23 of which were

introduced with bipartisan cosponsors.

The bill seeks to boost housing supply by responding to housing-related needs across multiple sectors,

including state and local governments, �nancial institutions, and federal regulatory agencies. No single

provision in the bill stands out as a solution to the housing crisis on its own. But taken together, along

with housing provisions included in the recently enacted tax bill such as Low-Income Housing Tax Credits

enhancements and the permanent establishment of Opportunity Zones, the bill would modernize housing

policies and enhance certain programs to account for changes in today's housing market.

The ROAD to Housing Act passed the Senate in October as an amendment to the National Defense

Authorization Act (NDAA). The House has also passed its own version of NDAA that does not include the

housing provisions amended into the Senate bill. The House Financial Servies Committee is expected to

take up the Senate's housing provisions and make further additions and possible changes, including

adding new �exibilities for grantees that receive CDBG and HOME grants. Once the differences between

the House and Senate are reconciled, each chamber will need to pass their NDAA bills again.

The ROAD to Housing Act received endorsements from a wide array of associations including NLC, the

US Conference of Mayors, and the National Association of Counties has also been supportive, stating A

section by section summary of the bill is available on the Committee's website here and a breakdown of

NLC’s housing priorities found in the bill can be viewed here.

League's Latest

Please welcome our newest member to The League — Newtown Township, Delaware County. Welcome

aboard!

Municipal Reporter December Edition — We would love to feature your municipality in our last edition for

2025! The theme for December is Preventing Violence: Staying Cool When the Temperature Rises; copy

due date is December 1. If you would like to provide an article, please contact Susan Schrack Wood,

Director of Communications, at swood@pml.org.

Municipal Reporter Themes for 2026 — Here is a sneek peek at our upcoming themes for 2026! If

anything looks like a great �t for your municipality please mark down the below copy due dates and send

us your ideas! Below is our 2025 Publication Schedule and themes for each issue:

1. February – Data Centers; copy/ad due date February 6

2. April – Tourism: How to Make it Work for You; copy/ad due date April 3

3. June – Disasters: Overcoming Extreme Challenges; copy/ad due date June 5

4. August – Public Health: Healthy Communities; copy/ad due date August 7

5. October – Financing: Creative Ways to Finance Projects; copy/ad due date October 2

6. December – The Changing Face of Communications; copy/ad due date December 4

The Pennsylvania Municipal League and the Pennsylvania Career Fire Chiefs Association are proud to

announce the launch of a brand-new, program for �re�ghters across the state. The PA Fire Credentialing

Program offers a new credentialing program open to all �re�ghters in Pennsylvania, including volunteer

�re�ghters. This program allows for a universally accepted set of skills and standards that can transfer

from city to city in Pennsylvania. This program is the �rst of its kind in Pennsylvania and registration is

NOW OPEN! The program creates a standardized credential for participants that they can carry with them

and transfer from department to department. It provides a standardized, objective benchmark that can

help �re departments make informed hiring decisions to ensure that candidates meet the essential

quali�cations. The credential also signi�es that a participant is willing to commit to a standard of
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excellence, accountability, and ongoing professional development. The credentialing program is a

partnership between the Career Fire Chiefs Association and The Pennsylvania Municipal League. As a

part of its work with municipalities across the state, The League offers training opportunities designed to

�t the special requirements and considerations of communities and local governments!

www.pa�recredentialing.org

We have upcoming PA Construction Codes Academy in December — Please click on below �yer for

registration information. 

Click the below �yers for the last two courses of the year being offered by The League Learning

Academy!

For more information, see our News & Announcements and newsfeed on our homepage.

http://www.pafirecredentialing.org/
https://www.pml.org/training-development/league-learning-academy/
https://www.pml.org/
https://www.paconstructioncodesacademy.org/


https://www.pml.org/event/elected-auditors-masterclass-from-fundamentals-to-excellence/


Resource Roundup

Relief Opinion Letter -  Combination Fire Companies — Here is a copy of the Opinion Letter issued

by the Fire Commission to the Auditor General's o�ce regarding relief payments that support

combination departments. This letter is the result of several conversations with the DAG to reach an

agreement on how to handle the rise in Combination Departments within the Commonwealth Fire

Service. We agreed that items purchased with Relief Funds for a combination department can be utilized

https://www.pml.org/training-development/league-learning-academy/
https://www.pml.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/VFRA-Response-Letter-DAG-9-8-25-.pdf


by career personnel as long as the equipment remains the property of the Relief Association. The

exception to this opinion would be personally issued PPE and training expenses for career

personnel.OSFC believes that this decision will help modernize Relief practices to better align them with

the realities of today’s Fire Service in Pennsylvania. As always if there are questions about Relief

Expenses or Management Practices, please contact the OSFC via the contact form in the VFRA Database

page or email at RA-EMFireRelief@pa.gov.

Remember, you can access all archived editions of The League Link as well as other

member publications, forms and resources in your Member Dashboard.
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