
It Takes a Village to Make 
a Forest

SOUTH MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP
CUMBERLAND COUNTY,  PA

Kelly Kurtas, AICP

South Middleton Township

Assistant Director of Community Development and Planning



South Middleton Township

ÅLocated in Cumberland County

ÅApproximately 49 square miles

ÅPopulation 16,135 (2020 census)



SMTõs Commitment to the Environment

ÅZoning/Regulations to protect environmental features of the 
Township

ðWellhead Protection

ðScenic River District

ðMunicipal Separate Storm Sewer System

ðParticipating Community in National Flood Insurance Program

ÅEPA Source Water Protection Award Winner

ÅGold Community Status under Chesapeake Bay Program

ÅCurrently working towards completion of PMLõs Sustainable PA 
Municipal Certification



A Growing Community can be 
Sustainable

ÅSouth Middleton Townshipõs 
comprehensive plan ðupdated 2022

ðFuture land use objectives include 
implementation of policies to conserve 
streams, forested areas, steep slopes and 
wells.

ðLand Use changes often involve removal 
of trees. Efforts to mitigate loss of 
forested areas due to development can 
often be a challenge.

ðRecent research has proven the many 
benefits and value of trees. 





History of Southview

ÅLand initially proposed as part of 
Southview Estates residential 
development

ÅSouthview Estates was proposed 
partially within FEMAõs 0.2% Annual 
Change Flood Hazard Area (new maps 
show increased flooding in this area)

ÅSouthview Estates plan challenged by 
Township. Eventually the flood prone 
portion of the development was 
dedicated to the Township and the 
Township designated it as Southview
Park. Upland section of Southview
Estates was built. 

Å Baseball diamond and remaining 
acreage leased for farming.

ÅFlooding remains an issue for 
surrounding residential use.









Agricultural Use not compatible



1998 2021



Factors to consider:

Å Considerable development over the past 30 

years has reduced the amount of pervious 

surfaces upland from this site resulting in 

floodwaters being directed and concentrated 

in the area of the park before affecting the 

properties along Pine Road and Sycamore 

Drive

Å This area is very flat and there is no 

possibility of engineering a solution for 

stormwater that would eventually fail or not 

negatively impact someone downstream

Å Resident complaints became common over 

the years regarding flooding issues in the 

areas surrounding Southview Park with no 

foreseeable solutions.

Trees 

removed

Over 200 Single 

Family Dwellings 

have been built 

uphill from 

Southview Park



2019 Volunteer Tree Planting











2020 DCNR Tree Planting




